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Rise of £5 in council tax
HOUSEHOLDS in Hertsmere will
pay £5 more for services such as refuse collection and housing.
The average Band D property will
pay just over £157.70 for 2018/19
after Hertsmere Borough Council
agreed its budget last Wednesday.
Borough councils provide services
such as waste and recycling, planning, housing, parks, street cleaning, and environmental health.
There will also be a focus on

PCSOs, homelessness, and community transport.
Labour councillor Jeremy Newmark described the budget as
“unsustainable”.
But Cllr John Graham, who is responsible for finance, said: “This
small council tax increase, set out in
the budget which was agreed by full
council, is essential to enable us to
continue to deliver these key frontline services.”

‘This is our protest
against new homes’
By Rachel Russell

CAMPAIGNERS trying to protect a village from major development have recorded a song to
say “enough is enough”.
This is a Protest Song by Campaign For Colney aims to highlight how the group is opposed
to St Albans City and Distict
Council’s local plan, as 600
homes could be built in London
Colney - a village in the district.
An array of residents from
London Colney star in the video, which is written by Brett
Ellis and Bryan Smith and has
Andrew Barclay on lead vocals.
The lyrics include: “This is
a protest song, this is a protest
ditty.”
“Let’s protect this river, this
song makes me shiver.”
“We’re trying to right a wrong.”
Brett Ellis, who is a member
of the group, says he teamed
up with Bryan Smith, who is a
member of the St Albans based
band The Push, to get their
plight some exposure.

A still of Brett Ellis from Campaign For Colney’s protest song
He said: “We wanted to do
something outside the box.
“The song is tongue in cheek
but there is also a serious message with the lyrics and features people who are going to
be affected, including my two
daughters.”
Campaign for Colney was
set up to express villagers’ frsutration with neighbouring

Hertsmere Borough Council’s
plan to build between 4,000 to
8,000 new homes on land close
to London Colney, in Hertfordshire, which current ly has
9,000 residents.
The village is in St Albans district, and campaigners were
angry over the level of consultation and that they want the
green belt to be protected.

